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Press Release 11/2020 
Halle (Saale), 1st July 2020 

New Horizon 2020 project: The Challenge of the Social Impact 
of Energy Transitions 

Funded by the European Commission’s Framework Programme Hori-
zon 2020, the ENTRANCES project recently closed its kick-off meeting 
with a high scientific and institutional participation, and taking on the 
challenge of modeling the social impact of the energy transition. 

The meeting was held from May 5th to 7th, 2020. The opening session was attended 
by Mrs Laura Martín, member of the Office of the Vice-Presidency of the Government 
of Spain, Professor Amparo Casares, Vice-Chancellor for Sustainability of the Uni-
versity of A Coruña (Spain), host of the coordination team, Gerd Schonwalder, Policy 
Officer of the ‘SSH aspects of energy transition’ within the DG of Research and Inno-
vation of the EC, Manuela Conconi, Project Officer at the INEA, EC, as well as more 
than 50 researchers connected from 14 European research organisations in twelve 
European countries. 

In a globalised context, many European regions are exposed to the deep and some-
times painful transformation of their social, economic and cultural life. The clean 
energy transition, if not properly managed, may become an additional and decisive 
factor of "deterritorialisation" for those regions that are still heavily dependent on 
fossil-fuel-based industries or the extraction of fossil fuels themselves, i.e. coal and 
carbon-intensive regions. 

A new three-year project, ENTRANCES (“ENergy TRANsitions from Coal and Car-
bon: Effects on Societies”), will investigate the challenges facing carbon-intensive 
regions in transition ‒ hinging on the idea that the transition to clean energy should 
not be considered only as a technological change or an industrial shift but also a 
socio-economic-psychological process that affects the daily life of local communi-
ties. The project will integrate, in a single research framework and in a cross Euro-
pean study focused on 13 coal and carbon-intensive regions, socio-economic fac-
tors, political dynamics and deep territorial transformations linked to the energy 
transition. The Halle Institute for Economic Research (IWH) contributes to the pro-
ject a quantitative model and a simulation of the socio-economic effects of decar-
bonisation in the affected regions and case studies for the coal regions Rhineland 
and Central-Germany. 

The project follows the European strategy to reduce emissions by up to 40% from 
1990 levels and pursues the goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050, as a frame 
of reference. It will analyse processes of de-territorialisation and re-territorial-
isation in 13 European mining regions from a socio-economic, socio-technical, 
socio-cultural, socio-political, socio-ecological, socio-psychological and gen-
der perspective. It will develop understanding from scientific evidence and 
knowledge based on interdisciplinary and inter-organisational dialogue, in which 
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more than 3,000 people will participate, including scientists, organisations and 
stakeholders from all over Europe. The ENTRANCES consortium is formed by 
14 high quality groups with excellent theoretical and methodological expertise, as 
well as an International Scientific Advisory Board for specific expert advice. 

IWH expertise on lignite coal phase-out: 
 
Drygalla, Andrej; Heinisch, Katja; Holtemöller, Oliver; Lindner, Axel; Schult, Christoph; 
Wieschemeyer, Matthias; Zeddies, Götz: Sinkendes Potenzialwachstum in Deutschland, 
beschleunigter Braunkohleausstieg und Klimapaket: Finanzpolitische Konsequenzen 
für die Jahre bis 2024, in: IWH, Konjunktur aktuell, Vol. 7 (4), 2019, 109-120. 

Holtemöller, Oliver; Schult, Christoph: Zu den Effekten eines beschleunigten Braun-
kohleausstiegs auf Beschäftigung und regionale Arbeitnehmerentgelte, in: IWH, Wirt-
schaft im Wandel, Vol. 25 (1), 2019, 5-9. 

Holtemöller, Oliver; Schult, Christoph: Stellungnahme zum „Strukturstärkungsgesetz 
Kohleregionen“ anlässlich der Anhörung im Ausschuss für Wirtschaft und Energie des 
Deutschen Bundestages am 15. Mai 2019. IWH Online 2/2019. Halle (Saale) 2019. 

Oei, Pao-Yu; Hermann, Hauke; Herpich, Philipp; Holtemöller, Oliver; Lünenbürger, Benja-
min; Schult, Christoph: Coal Phase-out in Germany – Implications and Policies for Affected 
Regions, in: Energy – The International Journal, Volume 196, 2020, 117004. 

Oei, Pao-Yu  et al.: Klimaschutz und Kohleausstieg: Politische Strategien und Maßnahmen 
bis 2030 und darüber hinaus, Abschlussbericht für das Umweltbundesamt (Forschungs-
kennzahl 3716 41 1210), in: Climate Change 27/2019, https://www.umweltbundes 
amt.de/publikationen/klimaschutz-kohleausstieg-politische-strategien. 
 
 
List of organisations members of the ENTRANCES consortium 

‒ University of A Coruña (UDC), Spain (coordinator) 
‒ Agenzia nazionale per le nuove tecnologie, l'energia e lo sviluppo economico 

(ENEA), Italy 
‒ Knowledge and Innovation – Rome (K&I), Italy 
‒ Halle Institute for Economic Research (IWH), Germany 
‒ Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development (IOER), 

Germany 
‒ Centre for Social Innovation (ZSI), Austria 
‒ Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Norway 
‒ European Association of Development Agencies (EURADA), Belgium 
‒ Instytut Gospodarki Surowcami Mineralnymi i Energią PAN (IGSMiE PAN), Poland 
‒ Faculty of Psychology and Education – University ‘Alexandru Ioan Cuza 

University’ of Iasi (UAIC), Romania 
‒ Sociedade Portuguesa de Inovação (SPI), Portugal 
‒ Women Engage for a Common Future, France 
‒ Center of Social and Psychological Sciences, Slovakia 
‒ Cardiff University, United Kingdom 

 
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
and innovation programme under Grant Agreement nº 883947.  

https://www.iwh-halle.de/publikationen/detail/weltwirtschaft-wieder-etwas-kraeftiger-aber-deutschland-zunaechst-weiter-im-abschwung-1/
https://www.iwh-halle.de/publikationen/detail/zu-den-effekten-eines-beschleunigten-braunkohleausstiegs-auf-beschaeftigung-und-regionale-arbeitnehme/
https://www.iwh-halle.de/publikationen/detail/zu-den-effekten-eines-beschleunigten-braunkohleausstiegs-auf-beschaeftigung-und-regionale-arbeitnehme/
https://www.iwh-halle.de/publikationen/detail/stellungnahme-zum-strukturstaerkungsgesetz-kohleregionen-anlaesslich-der-anhoerung-im-ausschuss-fuer-w/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544220301110
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/klimaschutz-kohleausstieg-politische-strategien
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/klimaschutz-kohleausstieg-politische-strategien
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  IWH on Twitter 
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The IWH list of experts provides an overview of IWH research topics and the 
researchers and scientists in these areas. The relevant experts for the topics listed there 
can be reached for questions as usual through the IWH Press Office. 
 
The Halle Institute for Economic Research (IWH) – Member of the Leibniz Association was founded in 

1992. With its three research departments – Macroeconomics, Financial Markets, and Structural 

Change –, IWH conducts economic research and provides economic policy recommendations, which 

are founded on evidence-based research. With the IWH’s guiding theme “From Transition to European 

Integration”, the institute’s research concentrates on the determinants of economic growth processes 

with a focus on efficient capital allocation in a national and European context. Particular areas of 

interest for the institute are macroeconomic dynamics and stability, microeconomic innovation 

processes, productivity and labour markets, the dynamics of structural adjustment processes, financial 

stability and growth and the role of financial markets for the real economy. 

The Leibniz Association connects 96 independent research institutions that range from the natural. 

engineering and environmental sciences via economics. spatial and social sciences to the humanities. 

Leibniz institutes address issues of social. economic and ecological relevance. They conduct knowledge-

driven and applied basic research. maintain scientific infrastructure and provide research-based 

services. For further information see http://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/en/home/. 
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